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Lick Mountain." 

This aged and inter?.ting man passed away January 

23, lKOtf, verging 85 years of age. His devoted wife 

died October 7, 1872, aged 82. 

Conscientiously honest themselves, they believed 

everybody else to be honest. They were Israelites in 

deed, in whom there was no guile. On them and their 

children rest the blessing promised to the meek and 

the pure in heart; provided, they cherish purity and 

meekness as their venerated pioneer ancestors did. 

FELIX GRIMES, 

This paper is devoted to the memory of two persons 

whose numerous descendants have formed an intbien- 

till element of our citizenship for the pi^ 75 veir*. 

Felix Grimes, the pioneer, and his wife, Catherine, 

were natives of Ireland. The ship on which they sail¬ 

ed came near being lost during a storm in mid-ocean. 

At one time the masts were touching the waves, and 

water pouring in over the ship's side. The passengers 

and some of the sailors were in frantic terror,—some 

were praying, some cursing and swearing, and some 

wildly screaming with fright. The captain and some 

of the crew were self-possessed enough to urge the pas¬ 

sengers to the opposite side of the vessel, and it right¬ 

ed at once, and the voyage was made in safety thereaf¬ 

ter. It took three months to make the crossing. The 

landing was at New Castle, most probably, and some 

time was spent in Pennsylvania. Following the tide of 

emigration, these persons finally located a home on the 
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uplands overlooking the valley of Knapp's ('reek from 

the west, niue or ten miles from Huntersville. It is 

believed they settled here about 1770. 

The original name was Graham, but it came to bo 

abreviated to Grimes, and has so been written and pro¬ 

nounced all along. 

Felix Grimes settled in the unbroken forest on lands 

j now occupied by Morgan Grimes, the heirs of the late 

Davis Grimes, and others in that vicinity- The origi¬ 

nal site is now in the possession of Margaret Grimes, 

near Mt Zion church. Traces of the pioneer home are 

yet discernible near her residence. It was here these 

worthy persons reared their family, consisting of five 

sons and four daughters: Margaret, Mary, Sally and 

Nancy; Arthur, John, Charles, Henry and James. 

Margaret Grimes married William Montgomery and 

settled in Licking County, Ohio. Nancv was married 

| to Rev Samuel C. Montgomery, a Methodist minister, 

in the same county. Mary married Henry Montgome¬ 

ry of Ohio; and Sally married a son of Alexander Wad¬ 

dell, the Marvin pioneer, and moved to Gallipolis, 

Ohio. 

Arthur Grimes, eldest sou of Felix, married Mary 

Sharp, a sister of the late William Sharp, near Verd¬ 

ant Valley, Their children were Rachel, who married 

Solomon Buzzard; Henry, who married Hester Buz¬ 

zard, daughter of Reuben Buzzard, of Pendleton coun¬ 

ty. Henry's sons were Peter and Franklin; Zaue and 

Hugh, near Frost; David, in Harrison county. David 

and Hugh were Union soldiers, also Zane. Jane mar 

ried Leonidas Bowyers. She died in Highland county. 
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Her sons, Cicero ami James Leonard Bowyers, went 

to Parkersburg, West Virginia. John Grimes died in 

Buckhaiinon during the late war between the States. 

David G., son of Arthur, married Mary Grimes, 

daughter of James Grimes, of Felix, the pioneer* 

Their son, Hanson, married Mary Nottingham, daugh¬ 

ter of Mr and Mrs Harvey Nottingham, near Glade 

Hill. Hanson's only child, Minnie Grimes, is now' 

Mrs Earl Arbogast, of Greenbank. 

Margaret, a daughter of David G., first married W. 

II. Sims. After his decease she married Erasmus 

Williams, now living near Hot Spring-*, Virginia, and 

is the mother of fourteen children. Amanda, another 

daughter of David G., married Charles (). W. Sharp, 

and is the mother of eight children. Her son Hanson 

is in Central America, and Frank is in Louisiana.— 

Leah another daughter of David G., married the late 

Rev George Preston Hannah, She is the moth¬ 

er of seven children, four living and three dead. Mr 

Hannah was an esteemed and useful minister of the M, 

E. Church. 

Rebecca, of Arthur, of Felix, married Thomas Dr in- 

nan, settled in Buckhannon, thence to Parkersburg* 

thence to Chilicothe, Ohio. She was the mother of 

four children. One son, Franklin, and three daught¬ 

ers, names not remembered. 

Arthur Grimes* Jr.* son of Arthur of Felix, married 

Rebecca Cumpston and lived a while on the old home¬ 

stead, then moved to Upshur comity. His son New¬ 

ton died young; Lavinia married Silas Helmick; Re¬ 

becca Jane is married and lives in Upshur county; An- 
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gelinc is the youngest. 

lion. John Grimes, sou of Felix, the pioneer, mar¬ 

ried Elizabeth Burner, of Travelers Repose and lived 

near Academy, on the farm now owned by Pocahontas 

county as an infirmary. There were six children: 

Henry died in youth; Abraham married a Miss ('alii- 

son, and finally moved to Gallia County, Ohio, as did 

Wesley and Fletcher; Nancy married a Mr Morrison 

and settled in Upshur county; Elizabeth married Wil¬ 

liam McCoy ami went t > Ohio. Late in life Mr 

Grimes went to Ohio to be with his sons, lie was a 

person of fine appearance and possessed natural en¬ 

dowments of a high order, and made the most of his 

limited opportunities for mental improvement. He 

represented Pocahontas as a Democrat in the House of 

Delegates, 1841-42. Upon his motion charters were 

granted for three academies, Hillsboro, Huntersville 

and Greenbank. He was a very prominent member of 

his church, the Methodist Episcopal. 

(diaries Grimes, the third son of Felix the emigrant, 

married Martha Bussard, daughter of Reuben Bussard, 

Senior. Their family consisted of ten children. John 

Wesley died young. Morgan married Jane, daughter 

of Major Daniel McLaughlin, near Greenbank. Mor¬ 

gan's children are John Wesley, at home. Cora is the 

wife of the Rev Jasper N. Sharp, a member of the 

West Virginia M. E. Conference. Mantic is Mrs 

George Bambrick, and Onie Jane is at home with her 

parents. Morgan Grimes was a Union soldier during 

the war between the States, and so was his relative W. 

C. Grimes. 
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William Davis Grimes, another son of Charles 

Grimes, married Margaret Paugh and settled on a sec¬ 

tion of the old homestead. He recently died, and is 

survived by his widow and two children—Ida Missouri 

who married Clay Dreppard, and Elmer E. Grimes. 

Susan L., a daughter of Charles Grimes, married 

Samuel Auldridge. She was the mother of live child¬ 

ren: Tillotson lives at Buckeye; Charles died in 

Greenbrier; Luther lives near Mill Point; Kenney in 

the Levels; Elizabeth married William Clendennin. 

Margaret Grimes, daughter of Charles Grimes, mar¬ 

ried Hugh Carpenter and settled on Thomas Creek. 

She is the mother of live children. Charles went to 

Texas; Hanson and Fletcher live near Dunmore; Ra¬ 

chel married Craigan Grimes, a teacher of schools and 

lives near Millpoint. 

Elizabeth Catherine, another daughter of Charles 

Grimes, died during the War,—a young woman of 

much amiability of character. 

Another daughter of this Charles Grimes, Mary 

(hilluni, was married to Rev George Poage Wanless, a 

widely known and much esteemed Minister of the M. 

E. Church. Towards the close of his long and useful 

ministerial service he was Presiding Elder of the Ro¬ 

anoke District. At his death he was a citizen of 

Montgomery County, Virginia. Her children were 

Josie Loretta, wife of Bently Olinger, of Price’s Fork, 

Va., who was killed while at work on New River 

Bridge. Della Wanless married William Snedegar, 

on Droop Mountain, who is now a merchant at Lafay¬ 

ette, Virginia. Samuel Wanless is a young Methodist 
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minister. Yirgie is the wife of IT. S. A. Hevener, a 

Methodist minister, now in Tennessee. Fannie died 

young. 

Another daughter of Charles Grimes of Felix, the 

emmigrant, was named Loretta Jane. She is the wife 

of William Jefferson Moore, who lives on a part of the 

John Moore homestead. She is the mother of nine 

children. 

Rachel A. Grimes, another daughter of Charles 

Grimes, was married to A. Jackson Moore, on Back 

Alleghany. She has seven children. 

Martha S. Grimes, of Charles, became the wife of 

Peter H. Grimes; and settled in Ola, Iowa. The 

names of her six children are Thelia, Seba, Mary, Ez¬ 

ra, Brumby and Henry. 

Henry Grimes, son of Felix, died in youth. 

James Grimes, the last of the sons of Felix, the pio¬ 

neer, married Mary Burner of the Upper Tract, a sis¬ 

ter of the late George Burner. James settled on that 

section of the Felix Grimes lands now held by Mrs Ma¬ 

ry Fertig. There were nine children, Abraham, who 

married Margaret Brady, daughter of Samuel Brady, 

and settled in Webster, and reared a large family. 

Rev Addison Grimes, book agent, is one of Abraham’s 

sons. Abraham died several years since, aged seventy 

years. 

Another son of James, Allen Grimes, married Fran¬ 

cis Weifoid, and after her death married Fannie Silva, 

and lived on Stamping Creek. His children are Craig- 

in B. Grimes, Elizabeth, who is the wife of Thomas 

Rigsby of Webster county; Georgiana, wife of Henry 
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Boblitt on Stamping Creek; J. Barnett Grimes, of 
Stamping Creek, a prominent teacher; James Grimes 
on Stamping Creek; Mary, wife of Willard Overholt; 
and Lucy, the wife of Emmett Notingham, on Stamp¬ 
ing Creek. 

George Grimes, of James, married Nancy Friel, 
daughter of the late Josiah Friel, and settled above 
Midpoint; George C. Grimes married Eleanor Weiford 
and moved to Iowa, and reared seven children. Ret- 
tie, Scott, Granville, William, Esta and Ziona are the 
names remembered bv their friends; Brvson died in 
youth, just before the War; Catherine married Leon¬ 
ard Bowyers, as his second wife; Mary married David 
Grimes; Elizabeth married James Weiford, of Hillsbo¬ 
ro. 

This brings the chronicles of the Grimes relation¬ 
ship within the memory and observation of their living 
friends, and a basis is furnished for the use of some fu¬ 
ture compiler, The writer gratefully appreciates tne 
patient and efficient assistance rendered him by Mor¬ 
gan Grimes, and Mrs Mantie Bambrick. 

Jacob Warwick and Felix Grimes seem to have been 
on very friendly terms. He once asked James Grimes 
what he would charge for managing his affairs. While 
Janies was trying to estimate what he would be willing 
to do it for, Mr Warwick remarked that all he realized 
for what he was doing was what he could eat and wear. 

Arthur Grimes and Levi Moore, son of Levi, the 
pioneer, and afterwards a member of the Legislature,, 
went on a scout to Clover Lick to gee if Indians were 
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around. Seeing no sign they went to the house, plac¬ 

ed their guns just outside the door, and finding a bed 

within, lay down and fell asleep. Arthur dreamed of 

being bitten by a rattlesnake, sprang out of bed and 

awakened Moore. The dog was growling at Indians 

stealing toward the house. The men seized their guns 

and escaped, leaving the dog shut up in the house. 

The dog soon came to them, however. The Indians 

fired the building, cut a pair of moccasins from a dres¬ 

sed deer skin belonging to old “Ben,” and amused 

themselves by striping the feathers from two live roost¬ 

ers to see their antics. 

When they reported to Jacob Warwick about the af¬ 

fair, he told them that whenever he dreamed of wild 

turkeys he was sure of having trouble with Indians 

very soon. 

DAVID GIBSON. 

David Gibson, a pioneer of Pocahontas county, and 

progenitor of the Gibson connexion in our county, 

came from Augusta county, near Waynesboro, Virgin¬ 

ia, about 1770. He located near Gibson's Knob, two 

miles south of Hillsboro, now in possession of Isaac 

McNeel. He reared a large family, but few of their 

names are known to the writer. One of his sons, John, 

moved to Indiana, where his descendants now live; a 

daughter, Mary, died in youth; Sally married Sampson 

Ochiltree and lived near Buckeye, where Henry Light* 

ner now lives; Elizabeth married Joseph Buckley and 
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